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The future is backwards.

Recycle as destiny.

The past in Italy has a very strong and emotional presence and this influences the way we
think about the future.Territorial studies have always got wrong predictions, with over
300 million cu.m/year produced in Italy (1999-2014) and an unprecedented invasion of
landscapes. Since 2007 there are more than 5 million of empty houses and 40% of built
unsold; more than 6000 km of disused railway lines and 20,000 km of abandoned roads.A
growing interest on bottom-up interventions, with the claim to re-activate dismissed
spaces, is spreading among citizens in order to define new identities. To explain and
predict, we focus on experiences, analyzing methods and tools used and to learn from.

In the Western World Detroit represents a manifesto of the next urban condition, as a
result of the crisis of the economy by which has been generated. In a few years
(2001-2008) more than 320,000 jobs were lost, population falls from 1,850,000 to
740,000 and more than 2,000 buildings was knocked down. Detroit is the American
Pompeii, the dead modern city.

Nevertheless something is happening, and Detroit has been forced to think about its
survival and its fate. New resources are taking place of the traditional urban images, and
they give the ruins back to narrative and nature by transforming Detroit into the real first
post-metropolis. Citizens and urban-makers work with waste and remains, they recycle
ideas and materials often with a rebel or radical attitude, diffusing social innovation.The
core concept of these activities is based on shift from a way of measuring (a territory), to
a system of values (a landscape). Reducing, reusing and recycling seem to be the only
sustainable social strategies capable of expressing innovation, of generating consensus and
producing beauty. Detroit could be the archetype of an up to date urban condition. And
perhaps it is already.

Re-cycle culture, re-cycle practices, re-cycle rules/reqgulations. An anticipatory system
(Rosen, R. 1985) containing a predictive model of itself and/or its environment. We
analyse forms, methods and tools will be needed to anticipate within Re-cycle system and
how the creative practice will change.

To Perform: Event as a research and anticipation tool.

To Co-generate: Collaborative and interactive practices as social transformation catalyst.
To Look beyond: Temporary uses as anticipation of new life-cycles.

To Educate: Cultivate the value of intuition; put together the data from fact-finding survey
with visionary images.
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City of Detroit
Population — 1900 to 2010

1570 1980 2000

1920 2010
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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URBAN ABANDONMENT

0% 100%
pearcent of parcels abandoned by census block groups

RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LA CITTA’ E IL PIANETA. Stoss Landscape Urbanism| Detroit Works Project
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RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LACITTA’ E IL PIANETA.

Alex MacLean| Detroit slides












RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LA CITTA’ E IL PIANETA. Telespazio|Detroit infrarosso






RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LACITTA’ E IL PIANETA. Telespazio| Detroit dal satellite
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Metro Detroit housing market continues steady growth
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Average Home Price in Detroit
1994 to 2009
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Robert Arens |Heidelberg Project
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RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LACITTA’ E IL PIANETA. Dan Pitera|Fire Break
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RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LACITTA’ E IL PIANETA. Dan Pitera|Fire Break
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Kent Kleinman|Michigan theater

RE-CYCLE. STRATEGIE PER L’ ARCHITETTURA, LACITTA’ E IL PIANETA.












NATURAL CLOUDS
High Clouds

Ci Cirrus
Cc Cirrocumulus
Cs Cirrostratus

- Middle Clouds

B Ac Altocumulus
As Altostratus
Ns Nimbostratus

Mm d Historic (D ' '  Low Clouds

Mm ¢ Linear (Contrails) ¢ Stratocumulus
St Stratus

Mm e Automotive (Exhaust) Cu Cumulus

Mm sm Smoke (Fire) Cb  Cumulonimbus
Skc  Sky Clear

Fg Fog
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Landscapes can generate or support...

HOOOO@O®

PROMOTE INCREASE CAPTURE + CLEAN IMPROVE AIR CREATE STABILIZE
HEALTHY ACCESS TO CLEAN SOIL QUALITY HABITAT NEIGHBORHOODS
LIFESTYLES HEALTHY STORMWATER FOR
FOODS WILDLIFE
RESEARCH + REDUCE PUT VACANT GENERATE CREATE JOBS + PROMOTE NEW
TEST NEW MAINTENANCE LAND TO ENERGY JOB TRAINING KINDS OF
IDEAS COSTS PRODUCTIVE OPPORTUNITIES SOCIAL LIFE

USES



—3 JOBS FOR DETROITERS
FRESH, AFFORDABLE FOOD

INNOVATION PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPE EMPLOYMENT DISTRICT



Existing Conditions

Multiple Future Scenarios |
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Der Miinchener Horizont auf der Hohe +17m ist cine noch unerschlosse-
ne Ebene des Anbaus und kann weitere Lebensqualitit in die Stadt einfiihren.

Agnon(
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Da kommt was auf uns zu

Klassik Capital Growth

Unter dem Dach von Susta-

in, der Londoner Allianz fiir
besseres Essen und Anbau, hat
Capital Growth das Zicl, bis
2012 dic Zahl von 2012 neuen
Anbauflichen in der Stadt zu
schaffen. Dafiir werden For-
dermittel sowic technische und
kommunikative Unterstiitzung
bereitgestelle. Zielgebicte sind
die Griinriume und Wasserfli-
chen, die fast cin Dritte] von
London ausmachen. Zusitzlich
gibt s die Dachflichen, dic dic
Stadt London in Dachgireen
verwandeln will - als cinen
Baustein von Londons Climate
Change Adaption Plan. Let's
grow!

Neu auf der Insel

sLandshare*

ichner cine
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nel 4, die

m die

mit einer Internerplattfc

verschiedenen Gruppen von

Landcigentiimern, Pflanzern
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sen fiir anbaufihi

bringe. Anz

smpany, Fi

ge untergenurzee G

n, fur /

oder Lick au

resse und Arbeitskraft w
nichr nur unter dem Aspeke

»ndern

gesunder Ernahrung,

durchaus auch in kommerzieller

Absiche ausgerauscht

auf der friheren Hochbahn. Highline von Field Operations, James Corner, in New York
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Fleisch Aufrucht fiir alle

Gehort dem Selberschlachten
die Zukunft?

Jemals daran gedacht, ein cigenes Schwein aufzuzichen, aber ohne die
Nachbarn zu alarmieren? Versuchen Sie es mit Distanzeigentum. Sie wer-
den lernen, wo Fleisch herkomme, kennen Thr Schwein und kisnnen selbst

schlachten. Ertrag fiir 220 Britische Pfund Pegezahlung nach cinem Jahr:

1.5kg Schulter, 1.8kg Rollbraten, 1.6kg Lende, 3.2kg Schinken mit
Knochen, 1.8kg Rumpsteak, 400g Filetsteak, 500g Spare Ribs, 2kg
Bauchfleisch, 1.3kg Durchwachsener Speck. 1.8kg Hinterschinken, 50
Wiirste, 4.4kg nochmal Warste, 12 x 500g weitere Wirste, 500g Salami,

1kg Schinken, 1.5kg Speck, 500g weiterer Speck, 1 gerducherte Haxe, 2
Nieren, 1 Leber, 4 Schweinsfiifle und geniigend Knochen um den Gefrier-
schrank zu fiillen. Alex Renton, The Observer.

Temporar Public Farm One

von Work Architecture Company ist ein Projekt Urbaner Landwirtschaft,
das vor dem PS.1 Contemporary Art Centre in New York im Sommer
2008 aufgebaur wurde. Die remporire Installation ist ein Versuch, Vorzii-
ge des Landes in dic Stadr zu bringen. Obst und Gemiise wird in grofien
Kartonséhren iiber einem Platzraum angebaut. Mit dem Witz der Idee
haben diese Sommerkonstruktionen Schatren, Sizmiglichkeiten und
Wassersammlung bereitgestellr, als Raummabel fiir viele Veranstaltungen.

l‘

Reise Agrarpark Mailand Siid

Fruchtbare Biden, fiir cinen Besuch oder zum soforti-
gen Anpflanzen, finden sich dirckt im Siiden Mailands.
Der Agrarpark Siid hat das Zicl, dic Landwirtschaft um
Mailands zu schiitzen und weiterzuentwickeln. Er ist
dic griine Lunge fur Millionen Mailinder, ein Natur-
reservat von grosser kuleureller und skologischer Be-
deutung. Der Park mit ciner Fliche von 46300 ha vom
Ticino- bis zum Addabecken wurde 1990 gegriindet
und umfaflr aufer der Stadr Mailand 60 weitere Ge-
mcinden, die halbkreisformig im Siden um Mailand
liegen. 19000 ha urbanisiertes Land sind in den Park
cingestreut. Hauptsachlich dienen dic Flichen zum
Gertreide- und Reisanbau, als Grasland, sowic zum Fut-
termittelanbau fiir Rinder und Schweine. Der Park ist
cine der am intensivsten genutzten landwirtschaftlichen
Areale Italiens. Gleichzeitig beinhalter das Konzepr des
Parks dic Weiterfithrung der vernakuliren Muster ka-
pillarer Bewisserungsgriben, die die Felder kithlen und
im Winter auch wirmen. Kleine Wasserquellen licgen
wie Oasen inmitten der Felder. Verbunden mir der Re-
duktion schidlicher Umweltfolgen geht es im Konzepe
des Parks vor allem um dic Integration von Umwelt-
schutz in agrarische Prakriken und agrarisches Land.
Wertvolle Gueshéfe und kleine Siedlungskerne sind
Ausgangspunkte fiir die ErschlicBung cines "Park zum
Leben”, der fiir die Expo 2015 zu cinem noch starker
metropolitanen Park werden kinnte.

Cascina Santa Brera Grande: Ubernachtung
im Agrarpark Siid, in San Giuliano Milanese in
einem alten Gutshof mit 25 ha Land in biologi-
schem Anbau. 0039/2/9838752.
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Agropolis "A bearable Utopia of agri-urban landscapes™

P. Donadieu 2010
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Plan Macia 1932. Nuevo m6dulo de 400 x 400.

1- Las supermanzanas del Eixample en el Plan Macia, GATCPAC-Le Corbusier, 1932
En BUSQUETS, Joan, Barcelona. La construccién urbanistica de una ciudad compacta, ed. Serbal, 2004
2- Proyecto Supermanzanas Verdes. Esquemas basicosAgencia de Ecologia Urbana de Barcelona.
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THE BOOMING CONSTRUCTION MARKET IN ITALY 1997-2009

ILBOOM DELLE COSTRUZIONI IN ITALIA DAL 1995 AL 2009

300.000
250.000
200.000
150.000 A
100.000 -
50.000 -
0 4
1997 1998 1999 200 2001 200 2004 2005 2006
® Nuove abitazioni residenziali costruite » Ampliamenti abitazioni residenziali
® Nuovi fabbricati non residenziali costruiti ® Di cui abusivi

FONTE: Elaborazione Legambiente su dati Istat e Cresme



in FIVE YEARS (2007-2010)
-35% in construction market prices

(average)
40% Not Sold



200,000 kilometers of disused roads
6,000 kilometers of unused railways

5,2.000.000 Empty Houses

Legambiente, Dossier “Un’altra casa” 15 luglio 2010



or ECONOMICS anp ROBERTO ORSI
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Sagen Sie jetzt nichts

Name: Raphanus sativus, Herbstrettich
Gewachsen: 2015 in Miinchen, Bayern
Beruf: Urbanes Gemiise Aussaat: M
Reihenabstand: 30 cm Saattiefe: 1 -

cm Keimdauer: 8 - 15 Tage Status: Frisch
gccrn(ur

rnten zum selbstversiindli

1. Die Miinchner Nahrung

ft wird unterstirzt und in
efeiert und gefordert, Nahrun;

Waitere Fragen und Bilder finden Sie auf www. agropolis-muenchen.de

Closed Loops oder Open Scale? Ernte oder Urlaul Saatgut oder Setzling?

J nd Stadeplaner, Miinchen finchen rian Otto, Landsc

Frihling oder Sommer? Dach oder Balkon? Minchen oder Mailand? mawandel oder Treibhaus?
Tobias E uf, Landschaftsarchitekt u 2 r chpla [ 7, Stadrse Wicn-Amste cresek, Landsc
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CONCLUSIONS

* visualization and projection of the cities possible future

1.RE- 2.CO-

Re-insert the existing in Design and

the narrative of new Architecture are
urban development. shifting to the

Beyond the repetition of concept of "co”
processes Recycle, emphasizing the
Regeneration, and explicit involvement
Refurbishment are the of users, partners, and
operative tools of the other stakeholders in
struggle against the the design process.

inevitable decay of
matter. They define a
different idea of what is
new, preserving memory.

3.PERFORMANCE

The final outcome of project is not only
a defined relationship between form
and function. Processes are more
important than results. The design
process open itself and become
collaborative. Landscape is the
infrastructure linking architecture,
people, city.

* methods and tools to anticipate within design practices

EVENT

Event can be considered as a specific design tool or technique for experiencing in the

field of application of Anticipation/Future Studies discipline.



Kinetic concept

Why today the term "event" is so widespread? What semantic area does it covers!
How should we use it? From roughly the sixties, it has developed in a frenetic way
as the theory of specific philosophical field, interested in understanding what
happens.

The word event is opposed to the concept
of state: an event is something that takes
us from an initial state to a final state, is
a word of kinetic type.

Whenever an event can be described in a way that makes it intentional,
that is, which presupposes an intention, that event is an action; if it is not
assumed any intention, that event is an event.

Actions are what | do, events are what happens to me. Whenever there is
action, there are reasons, in that the reasons are a bit 'all that acts within
us and leads us to act. This relentless syntagm normally is in relationship
with all forms of cultural representation, especially of narrative, active in
the social context in which it appears.

Calabrese, S. (2007) Evento e rappresentazione culturale, Modena




UFO group was founded in 1967 on the wave of
the student protest within the faculty of
Architecture, at the University of Florence.

Their intention was to operate a
transformation of architecture into a
show, an event, an action of urban and
environmental guerrilla.

Thus were born the “Urboeffimeri” (1968).
Situationist groups like Haus-Rucker- Co., Coop
Himmelb(l)au, and UFO in lItaly, identify a radical
utopia in the destabilising and provisional nature of
broken urban space.

This utopia expects figuratively
subversive attitudes to reveal the
oppressive banality of reality, by
releasing aesthetic and political
awareness. The functional and critical
missions of architectural design are
basically united, while theories and
instruments devised to “present” this
condition are different.

UFO STORY

DALL'ARCHITETTURA RADICALE AL DESIGN GLOBALE







rebel aptitude

“La “super-architettura” o “la guerriglia urbana” dei gruppi radicali
fiorentini, aveva quindi scelto un metodo che non aveva come scopo
principale la realizzazione fisica, liberandosi dai vincoli materici inadeguati
a far immergere i fruitori del messaggio in una “contro— visione” della
societa. Non era una semplice forma di protesta, di distacco dalla
consuetudine e di spiazzamento culturale, era I'origine di un modo d’uso
del progetto, ironico, conforme alla logica del “fare ricerca e non
prodotto”, che distinguera il design italiano per un lungo periodo e ne
consentira la sua evoluzione. La storia di quegli anni e costellata
d’incontri, happening, mostre, che introducono l'idea di evento come
mezzo di produzione condivisa delle ricerche. Levento culturale, in questo
modo, diventa un servizio temporaneo, un primo esempio di esperienza virtuale,
di memoria congelata in un determinato spazio e tempo.“

The idea of event as a means of
shared production of researches.
Cultural event, in this way, becomes a
temporary service, a first example of
virtual experience, suspended
memory in a given space and time.

Branzi, 2014, Una generazione esagerata, Baldini e Castoldi
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Social innovation is a process of change emerging from the creative re-
combination of existing assets (from social capital to historical heritage,
from traditional craftsmanship to accessible advanced technology), which
aims to achieve socially recognized goals in a new way.

This is a very broad definition and includes a wide range of events.

Designers have to conceive and develop
solutions for specific collaborative services
and/or other enabling artefacts (such as
digital platforms, orienting scenarios and
catalysing events such as exhibitions,
festivals and other cultural events.

Events as design initiative, meaning a sequence of actions characterized by a
clear design approach and by the use of specific design devices (such as
prototypes, mock-ups, design games, models, sketches).

Manzini, E.,201 |, Design as catalyst of social resources. How designers can trigger
and support sustainable changes,
http://www.designresearchsociety.org/docs-procs/paris | | /paris-procs| |.pdf .
Manzini E., 2014, Design in a changing, connected world,

Design Research Journal, volume 7, number 2, May-August 2014




Cites are not just made out
of buildings and streets, they
are mainly built of actions,
events and practices, sharing
a commonh knowledge,
language, states of emotion
and interests.




Education

Urban-makers

Re-cycle social innovators, urban makers, recycle ideas and materials. They reuse devices
and tools combining them with new meaning. They look for answers, they do not ask for
questions. They work with waste and remains, aiming to produce new values for cities
through their social intelligence, rather than technological devices. They produce public
goods but in most cases they don’t even have relations with the public sector.We don't
know if they denote the future, but they're doing it, a near future. More people will be
involved in these processes and more and more opportunities will be developed to
transform what is preferable in what is possible.

For the world of education this means to contribute in raise up autonomous personalities
able to find and process information necessary for any design problem, i.e. personalities
with strong values and able to handle the constant and complex changes of life styles
(Castells, M. 2007).

Academia should then rejoin the evolution of these scenarios proposing
and accepting planning activities (practices) as a method of operational
research, and define toolkits. Take action on issues of policy making is
necessary not only with the construction of theoretical models but
through real planning-actions with the aim of achieving a result and at
the same time spreading new knowledge.



Beatrice Moretti,Alessia Ronco Milanaccio, Tesi di Laurea Magistrale in Design del
Prodotto e degli Eventi, 2013, Rel. M. Ricci, R. Fagnoni, Universita degli Studi di Genova
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MAGNET

"The vision of the
future is a magnet
that trough its
attractive force pulls
the present towards
an envisioned future”
(van der Helm 2009)

VISION

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
TASK

Events have precisely
orchestrated dramaturgies,
based on a program. Events
are multidisciplinary tasks.

shape up of a vision into possible
solutions, trends, scenarios.

KINETIC CONCEPT
"event" is opposed to "state":
an event is something that
takes us from an initial state
to a final state, is a concept
of kinetic type

EVENT

the place in which we experience
the sense of knowledge. Event as
a research and anticipation tool.

MEME

Unit of cultural spread,
moving from brain to
brain. The most powerful
memes are able to
modify people behaviors,
catalyze collective
changes and transform
entire cultures.

EDUCATE

Cultivate the value of intuition;
put together the data from
fact-finding survey with visionary
images. Undestanding future as a
matter of human activism,
depending of people behavior and
responsibility.



MAGNET

"The vision of the
future is a magnet
that trough its
attractive force pulls
the present towards
an envisioned future”
(van der Helm 2009)

VISION
shape up of a vision into possible
solutions, trends, scenarios.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
TASK

Events have precisely
orchestrated dramaturgies,
based on a program. Events
are multidisciplinary tasks.

KINETIC CONCEPT
"event" is opposed to "state":
an event is something that
takes us from an initial state
to a final state, is a concept
of kinetic type

EVENT

the place in which we experience
the sense of knowledge. Event as
a research and anticipation tool.

RE-CYCLE

PRACTICES

the goal is not based on the
production of defined solutions
(as in traditional design process)
but on the acknowledgment of a
future direction which can be
narrated through different
realized situations.

CO-GENERATE
Collaborative and
interactive practices as
social transformation
catalyst

PRE-ACTIVITY
anticipate predictable
changes in order to
prepare for those and
take benefits.

(Godet W., Durance, P.
2011)

PRO-ACTIVITY

lead to expected changes
through actions

(Godet W., Durance, P.
2011)

MEME

Unit of cultural spread,
moving from brain to
brain. The most powerful
memes are able to
modify people behaviors,
catalyze collective
changes and transform
entire cultures.

EDUCATE

Cultivate the value of intuition;
put together the data from
fact-finding survey with visionary
images. Undestanding future as a
matter of human activism,
depending of people behavior and
responsibility.

LEARNING BY MAKING
Celebration of hands-on
creativity and empowered
problem solving as a doorway
to a rich array of learning
possibilities. Sensitivity to the
designed dimensions of the
world can enhance learning at
a broad level, across disciplines,
and contexts.



PRACTICES

The action or process of
customarily performing
or doing something.
Cites are not just made out of
buildings and streets, they are
mainly built of actions, events
and practices. Practices, sharing
a common knowledge, langua-
ge, states of emotion and
interests, are political actors
with agency to essentially make
and transform their urban
environment.

(ifigo Cornago Bonal , 2015)

CO-GENERATE
Collaborative and
interactive practices as
social transformation
catalyst

EMERGING BEHAVIUORS
When more elemental units
interact they generate
complex behaviours.

MULTIDISCIPLINARY
TASK

Events have precisely
orchestrated dramaturgies,
based on a program. Events
are multidisciplinary tasks.

MAGNET

"The vision of the
future is a magnet
that trough its
attractive force pulls
the present towards
an envisioned future”
(van der Helm 2009)

VISION
shape up of a vision into possible
solutions, trends, scenarios.

KINETIC CONCEPT
"event" is opposed to "state":
an event is something that
takes us from an initial state
to a final state, is a concept
of kinetic type

EVENT

PRA

the goal is not based on the
production of defined solutions
(as in traditional design process)
but on the acknowledgment of a
future direction which can be
narrated through different
realized situations.

PRE-ACTIVITY
anticipate predictable
changes in order to
prepare for those and
take benefits.

(Godet W., Durance, P.
2011)

PRO-

lead to expected changes
through actions
(Godet W., Durance, P.

2011)

RE-CYCLE

the place in which we experience
the sense of knowledge. Event as
a research and anticipation tool.

CTICES

RE-

in its place. (Fora)

MAKERS
Makers use their hands or other tools. These tools
are changing as the society and technology evolve. A
maker besides a profession is also an attitude.
Makers want to understand how things work and
transform them. They think by doing. They have
passion. They love what they do.

Cities will need more makers, citizens who actively
propose and make things in order to shape the city.
Makers are individuals but with strong communities
where they share their skills, knowledge and
experience. The knowledge of how to make is one of
humanity's most precious resources. (Rodrigo Garcia)

ACTIVITY

MEME

Unit of cultural spread,
moving from brain to
brain. The most powerful
memes are able to
modify people behaviors,
catalyze collective
changes and transform
entire cultures.

Re-inserts the existing into the narrative of the
new, denying repetition of processes in favour of
perpetual differential production. Recycle,
Regeneration and Refurbishment are the operati-
ve tools of the struggle against the inevitable
decay of matter. They protract the birth of the
new, and install the absolute category of history

@ ceoucnre

Cultivate the value of intuition;
put together the data from
fact-finding survey with visionary
images. Undestanding future as a
matter of human activism,
depending of people behavior and
responsibility.

LEARNING BY MAKING
Celebration of hands-on
creativity and empowered
problem solving as a doorway
to a rich array of learning
possibilities. Sensitivity to the
designed dimensions of the
world can enhance learning at
a broad level, across disciplines,
and contexts.

OPEN PROCESS

A continuous action, a series of changes
taking place in an accessible, receptive and
settled manner. Opposite to the traditional
hierarchical, centralist and dirigiste urban
design methods in which a desirable final
static state is designed to be materialised
afterwards, urban open processes are
decentralised, networked and contextgui-
ded to deal with multiple players and
governances.

Co-

CO- represents the most significant scale of
the future social city: the collective takes
action. The social unit of the city is no longer
the nuclear family but the collective: an
intermediary scale between the individual
and the society.



In this sense we talk about

Recycle as Destiny.

Destiny, following Georg Simmel (1908) is the “sintassi
delle coincidenze significative” (Calabrese, 2007), that is
the way by which a individual meets the historical-social
background through his intentional acting.

Future is backwards

not only to recall certain past events but as a conjecture,
that is ““a statement or an opinion based on intuition,
considered probably true, but not demonstrated”*.

* Cinquegrani, R. (2012) L'approccio per scenari fra passato, presente e futuro, in Arnaldi S.,
Poli R, La previsione sociale, Carocci, Milano, p.135

The vision of Recycle Italy - presenting an
idea of alternative futures - challenges the
way in which people, stakeholders, think
and act in the present.
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